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[57] ABSTRACT 

An alarm valve and a backflow preventer are provided 
by a check valve and an alarm valve with a passageway 
provided between the check valve and the alarm valve 
preferably having a relief valve which selectively drains 
the passageway in response to the pressure in the main 
conduit upstream of the check valve. An alarm is 
sounded when the alarm valve is open. An impeller 
flow sensor may be provided in the backflow preven- 
tion device. 

73 Claims, 10 Drawing Sheets 
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COMBINED ALARM AND BACK-FLOW 
PREVENTION ARRANGEMENT FOR FIRE 
SUPPRESSION SPRINKLER SYSTEM 

5 

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATION 

This application is a continuation-in-part of a patent 
application which was filed on Nov. 10, 1988, by 
George J. McHugh, entitled "COMBINED ALARM 10 
AND BACK-FLOW PREVENTION ARRANGE- 
MENT FOR FIRE SUPPRESSION SPRINKLER 
SYSTEM", which has been assigned serial number 
07/269,3 14 which is a continuation-in-part of a patent 
application that was filed on Sept. 29, 1988, by George 15 
J. McHugh, entitled "COMBINED ALARM AND 
BACK-FLOW PREVENTION ARRANGEMENT 
FOR FIRE SUPPRESSION SPRINKLER SYS- 
TEM'*, which has been assigned serial number 
07/250,834 which is a continuation-in-part of a patent 20 
application that was filed on Sept 21, 1988, by George 
J. McHugh, entitled "COMBINED ALARM AND 
BACK-FLOW PREVENTION ARRANGEMENT 
FOR FIRE SUPPRESSION SPRINKLER SYS- 
TEM 1 *, and which has been assigned serial number 25 
07/247,073, all now abandoned. 

BACKGROUND AND SUMMARY OF THE 
PRESENT INVENTION 

The present invention relates generally to alarm 30 
valves and double check valve arrangements and more 
particularly relates to alarm valves and double check 
valve arrangements for use in fire suppression, water 
sprinkler systems. 

A typical fire suppression water sprinkler system as 35 
installed in many buildings includes an array of individ- 
ual fire sprinklers which are supplied with water 
through a main conduit and various branch conduits. 
The individual fire sprinklers are generally provided 
with a member that melts when the ambient tempera- 40 
ture reaches a predetermined level indicative of a fire. 
The melting of the member opens the fire sprinkler to 
spray water in order to suppress the fire. The individual 
fire sprinklers are provided with meltable members so 
that the spray of water will hopefully be limited to the 45 
region of the building where the fire is present In this 
way, the extent of water damage may be minimized. 

Such fire suppression systems also oftentimes have 
one or more alarms that detects the flow of water 
through the main conduit and through branch conduits 50 
to indicate that a fire has started. The alarm typically 
triggers an audible signal to warn occupants of the 
building that a fire has started and may also send an 
appropriate signal directly to a fire department. 

Especially in multi-floor sprinkler systems, a water- 55 
flow indicator alarm is typically provided for each floor 
or main branch of the main water supply conduit. The 
waterflow indicators generally include a member which 
extends into the passageway of the conduit A flow of 
water, even from a single sprinkler is sufficient to move 60 
the member and trigger the alarm. Oftentimes, such 
waterflow indicator alarms are electrically connected 
to an audible alarm signal generator as well as to light 
panels to indicate the area in which the fire has oc- 
curred. 65 

Another type of alarm is conventionally provided by 
an alarm valve that is provided in the main conduit The 
alarm valve is constructed essentially as a check valve 
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and includes a valve member or clapper that is normally 
held closed by static line pressure or by a spring such as 
when all of the individual sprinklers are closed. When 
one or more sprinklers opens, for example, due to a fire, 
the clapper provided in the alarm valve lifts off of its 
seat and an alarm is sounded. 

Typically, when the clapper in the alarm valve lifts 
off of its seat, water under pressure is permitted to flow 
into a retarding chamber. The retarding chamber pre- 
vents false alarms due to surges or minor water pressure 
fluctuations. When the flow from the alarm valve into 
the retarding chamber is sufficient, the water drives a 
motor to sound an alarm. In addition, the flow of 
enough water into the retarding chamber may trigger 
an electrical alarm as a redundancy. The alarm may also 
be triggered electrically in response to a sensing of a 
flow of water through the valve (typically, a riser check 
valve) by a paddle switch. In this arrangement, the 
alarm is generally electrically operated rather than me- 
chanically operated. 

Fire suppression systems which include water sprin- 
klers are oftentimes in fluid communication with the 
community water supply system or with whatever 
source of Double water is available in the vicinity. The 
water within the fire suppression system itself, how- 
ever, can remain within the piping for a considerable 
period of time and is considered to be stagnant water. In 
addition, sometimes a pumper provided by the fire de- 
partment will be connected to an inlet in communica- 
tion with the fire suppression system in order to provide 
additional water and/or pressure in the event of a fire. 
The pumper may be in turn in communication with a 
source of non-potable water which could potentially 
enter the potable water supply in a backflow condition. 
Accordingly, it is desirable, and frequently required by 
ordinance that a backflow prevention device be pro- 
vided between the arrangement of sprinklers and the 
water main conduit. 

Most often, the backflow prevention is provided by a 
pair of spring loaded check valves that are located up- 
stream of the alarm valve and at the connection of the 
fire suppression system to the potable water supply. 
Two check valves are required in order to provide an 
assurance that there will not be a backflow of stagnant 
water into the potable water supply. Frequently, the use 
of two check valves in the backflow prevention device 
is also required by ordinance. 

In use, the two check valves are arranged so that both 
check valves are spring loaded in a closed configuration 
under normal pressure conditions. However, each 
check valve results in a pressure drop in the main con- 
duit across the check valve. For example, if the main 
conduit has a supply pressure of 60 psi, there will be a 
pressure, drop of perhaps 6 psi due to the first check 
valve. Accordingly, the pressure downstream of the 
first check valve may be 54 psi. The second check valve 
will also provide a pressure drop of perhaps 3 psi result- 
ing in a pressure of 51 psi downstream of the second 
check valve. If all of the sprinklers remain closed and 
the supply pressure is maintained, the first and second 
check valves will remain closed. 

If one or more of the sprinklers should open, the first 
and second check valves will both open to enable water 
to be supplied to the arrangement of sprinklers. 

In the event that the supply pressure should drop 
below the pressure downstream of the second check 
valve, the first and second check valves are arranged to 
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remain closed (or will close if they should happen to be 
open due to one or more of the sprinklers having 
opened). The second check valve will prevent the 
water in the piping downstream of the second check 
valve from flowing back through the second check 
valve. Likewise, the first check valve will provide a 
redundant protection against a backflow of the stagnant 
water into the main supply conduit. 

Sometimes, however, one or both of the check valves 
may be fouled and remain open when they should be 
closed. If at least one of the check valves should not be 
fouled and closes normally, a backflow of stagnant 
water into the potable water supply would be pre- 
vented. 

In the event that both check valves should become 
fouled, however, the passageway between the first and 
second check valves can be provided with a hydrauli- 
cally actuated relief valve and a vacuum breaker valve 
that together form a reduced pressure zone in the pas- 
sageway. Under normal conditions, both the hydrauli- 
cally actuated relief valve and the air/vacuum valve are 
closed. However, if both of the check valves should fail, 
the water which flows back through the second check 
valve is drained out of the system through the hydrauli- 
cally actuated relief valve. This relief valve opens 
whenever the supply pressure (e.g. 60 psi) in the main 
conduit upstream of the first check valve is not suffi- 
ciently greater (typically about a 2 psi differential is 
required) than the pressure in the passageway between 
the two check valves. 

The air/vacuum valve also opens whenever there is 
zero pressure or a negative pressure in the passageway 
between the two check valves. In this way, air is permit- 
ted to enter the main conduit through the first check 
valve and a siphonage of stagnant water is prevented. 

To provide a separate alarm valve and a pair of check 
valves as a backflow prevention device typically re- 
quires that three separate check valves and three associ- 
ated OS&Y gate valves (one on each side of the first 
two check valves and one upstream of the alarm valve 
or "third check valve'* which is oftentimes remote from 
the first two check valves) be provided in the main 
water supply conduit. In the present invention, the need 
for two of the OS&Y gate valves and one of the check 
valves is eliminated. The two OS&Y gate valves can be 
eliminated because according to the present invention, 
one OS&Y gate valve performs the task of isolating the 
backflow preventer for testing and also the task of iso- 
lating the alarm valve and downstream system for ser- 
vice and resetting, if necessary. The OS&Y valve down- 
stream of the backflow preventer is used only to create 
a static condition for testing and can be eliminated in the 
arrangement of the present invention because a water 
sprinkler system (i.e M the alarm valve and the closed 
system provided by the arrangement of sprinkler valves 
and associated piping) is static in its normal mode. 

The use of three OS&Y gate valves and three check 
valves involves the expenditure of considerable time 
and expense during the installation of such plumbing. In 
addition, the use of three separate check valves results 
in a supply pressure which has been significantly de- 
creased due to the pressure drop which occurs across 
each check valve. As a result the flow of water to the 
arrangement of water sprinklers may be inadequate, or 
a costly supplemental pumping arrangement may be 
required to supply all of the sprinklers needed for the 
fire suppression system, or a compensating increase in 
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pipe size may be required to accommodate the reduced 
flow caused by the extra check valve. 

In addition, it is conventional to provide an arrange- 
* ment for detecting the flow of water through the back- 

5 flow preventer to detect leaks and to provide a detec- 
tion point for unauthorized use of water such as in an 
illegal tap into the fire protection system. A typical, 
known arrangement is disclosed by the Watts Regulator 
Company of Andover MA as the double detector re- 

10 duced pressure check valve/backflow preventer (Series 
909DDC). Such an arrangement, however, is itself 
costly to manufacture and to install and necessitates that 
the bypass piping be provided with backflow preven- 
tion in addition to the backflow prevention necessary 

15 for the main line of the fire protection system. 

Accordingly, it is an object of the present invention 
to provide a combined alarm valve and backflow pre- 
vention check valve arrangement for a fire suppression 
water sprinkler system which overcomes the disadvan- 

20 tages of the prior art. 

Yet another object of the present invention is to pro- 
vide a combined alarm valve and backflow prevention 
arrangement which is efficient and economical by mini- 
mizing the number of check valves and OS&Y gate 

25 valves which are required in the system. 

Another object of the present invention is to elimi- 
nate two OS&Y gate valves which are normally in- 
stalled upstream and downstream of a standard design 
double check valve, reduced pressure zone, backflow 

30 prevention device to provide a static condition for test- 
ing the backflow prevention device. 

Still another object of the present invention is to 
provide a combined alarm valve and backflow preven- 
tion arrangement for a fire suppression system which 

35 minimizes the total pressure drop in the system due to 
the use of check valves. 

Yet still another object of the present invention is to 
provide a plumbing fitting which is adapted to connect 
a check valve and an alarm valve together so as to 

40 provide a combined alarm valve and backflow preven- 
tion arrangement which overcomes the disadvantages 
of the prior art. 

Still another object of the present invention is to 
provide an arrangement for detecting leaks and possibly 

45 illegal use of water in a backflow preventer which over- 
comes the disadvantages of the prior art. 

These and other objects are accomplished by a com- 
bined alarm valve and backflow prevention arrange- 
ment for a fire suppression sprinkler system, having a 

50 main conduit and an arrangement of individual sprin- 
klers downstream of the main conduit. The combined 
alarm valve and backflow prevention arrangement in- 
cludes a first chec k valve which is provided in the main 
conduit upstream of the arrangement of individual 

55 sprinklers and an alarm valve formed by a second check 
valve which is provided in the main conduit down- 
stream of the first check valve and upstream of the 
arrangement of individual sprinklers. An alarm is pro- 
vided to indicate when the alarm valve is open. Fluid 

60 communication is provided between the first check 
valve and the alarm valve and, in a preferred embodi- 
ment, a relief valve is arranged to provide a drain in 
response to the hydraulic pressure in the main conduit 
of the fire suppression system. The alarm valve and 

65 backflow prevention arrangement includes only two 
check valves which are provided in the main conduit. 

In another preferred embodiment of the present in- 
vention, a plumbing fitting for use in a fire suppression 
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system is provided to connect a check valve and an 
alarm valve to one another to provide a double check 
valve backflow preventer and an alarm valve arrange- 
ment. The plumbing fitting includes a conduit adapted 
to couple the plumbing fitting to the check valve up- 5 
stream of the plumbing fitting and to couple the plumb- 
ing fitting to the alarm valve downstream of the plumb- 
ing fitting. A drain is provided for draining the plumb- 
ing fitting in response to the hydraulic pressure in the 
main conduit of the fire suppression system. 10 

In another preferred embodiment of the present in- 
vention, a combined alarm valve and backflow preven- 
tion arrangement for a fire suppression, water sprinkler 
system, having a main conduit and an arrangement of 
individual water sprinklers downstream of the main 15 
conduit, includes a first check valve provided in the 
main conduit upstream of the arrangement of individual 
sprinklers. An alarm valve including a second check 
valve is provided in the main conduit downstream of 
the first check valve and upstream of the arrangement 20 
of individual sprinklers. An alarm is provided to indi- 
cate when the alarm valve is open. A passageway pro- 
vides fluid communication between the first check 
valve and the alarm valve with a valve providing com- 
munication between the passageway and the atmo- 
sphere when the hydraulic pressure in the passageway 
falls or becomes zero or negative or falls below a first 
predetermined amount A relief valve is provided for 
draining the passageway in response to the hydraulic 3Q 
pressure in the main conduit of the fire suppression 
system. 

Further preferred embodiments of the present inven- 
tion employ either a single straight-way stop-check 
valve or a single angle stop-check valve with the hy- 35 
draulically actuated relief valve to further reduce the 
number of parts which are necessary. 

In another embodiment of the present invention, a 
backflow preventer is provided with an impeller flow 
sensor to detect leaks and possible unauthorized use of ^ 
water without the need for bypass piping and an addi- 
tional backflow preventer for the bypass piping. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Preferred embodiments of the present invention will 45 
be described in greater detail with reference to the 
accompanying drawings, wherein like members bear 
like reference numerals and wherein: 

FIG. 1 is a front view of a combined alarm valve and 
backflow prevention arrangement in a Are suppression so 
water sprinkler system according to the present inven- 
tion; 

FIG. 2 is a double check valve, backflow preventer 
according to the prior art; 

FIG. 3 is a front view of the combined alarm valve 53 
and backflow prevention arrangement of FIG. 1; 

FIG. 4 is a top view in partial cross-section of the 
combined alarm valve and backflow prevention ar- 
rangement of FIG. 3; 

FIG. 5 is a right side view of the combined alarm 60 
valve and backflow prevention arrangement of FIG. 3; 

FIG. 6 is a side view of another preferred embodi- 
ment of the combined alarm valve and backflow pre- 
vention arrangement according to the present invention 
with the first check valve and the alarm valve shown in 65 
partial cut away; 

FIG. 7 is a side view of another preferred embodi- 
ment of the combined alarm valve and backflow pre- 
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vention arrangement which uses an angle valve, spring 
loaded closed; 

FIG. 8 is a side view of yet another preferred embodi- 
ment of the combined, alarm valve and backflow pre- 
vention arrangement which uses a stop-check valve, 
spring loaded closed; 

FIG. 9 is a side view in partial cross-section of an- 
other preferred embodiment of the present invention; 

FIG. 10 is a side view of another preferred embodi- 
ment of the present invention: 

FIG. 11 is a side view in partial cross-section of an* 
other preferred embodiment of the present invention; 

FIG. 12 is a side view in partial cross-section of an- 
other preferred embodiment of the present invention; 

FIG. 13 is a side view in partial cross-section of an- 
other preferred embodiment of the present invention; 

FIG. 14 is a side view in partial cross-section of an- 
other preferred embodiment of the present invention; 
and 

FIG. 15 is a front view of another embodiment of the 
combined alarm valve and backflow prevention ar- 
rangement in a fire suppression water sprinkler system 
according to the present invention; 

FIG. 16 is a side view of another preferred embodi- 
ment of the combined alarm valve and backflow pre- 
vention device according to the present invention in- 
cluding an improved flow detection arrangement ac- 
cording to the present invention; 

FIG. 17 is a top view of the arrangement of FIG. 16; 
and, 

FIG. 18 is a side view of the arrangement of FIG. 16. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

With reference to FIG. 1, an arrangement for testing 
and draining a fire suppression water sprinkler system 
includes a main conduit 30 for supplying water. The 
conduit 30 supplies a branch conduit 32 by way of a Tee 
fitting 34. A branch valve 36 is provided for each 
branch conduit 32 with the branch valve 3 operable to 
permit or to interrupt the flow of water through the 
branch conduit 32. 

Downstream of the branch valve 36 is provided a 
water flow switch 38 The water flow switch 38 is of 
suitable, conventional design and typically includes a 
paddle or other member (not shown) which extends 
into the branch conduit 32. The paddle is connected to 
a switch which is closed when the flow of water 
through the branch conduit is sufficient to move the 
paddle a predetermined amount. Closure of the switch 
provides an electrical signal which may be used to trig- 
ger a fire alarm 39 or to alert a fire department 

Downstream of the water flow switch, preferably 
another Tee fitting is provided with a test and drainage 
valve 21 provided in communication with the branch 
conduit f as shown and described in more detail in U.S. 
Pat. No. 4,741,361 of McHugh. The test and drainage 
valve 21 is arranged so as to communicate with a drain 
(not shown) as desired. 

As is conventional in the art, the individual fire sprin- 
klers 40 are provided with a member that melts when 
the ambient temperature reaches a predetermined level 
indicative of a fire. Upon melting, the member opens the 
fire sprinkler to spray water to suppress the fire. 

Upstream of the first Tee fitting 34, a water meter 42 
is typically provided adjacent to the location where the 
main conduit 30 enters the premises. The water meter is 
provided between a first outside stem and yoke (OS&Y) 
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gate valve 44 and a second OS&Y gate valve 46. Imme- 
diately adjacent to the second gate valve 46 is a strainer 
48 which may be provided if desired. 

With reference now to FIG. 2, it is conventional in 
the prior an to provide a double check valve/backflow 5 
preventer in the main conduit 30. A typical backflow 
preventer is provided by Watts Regulator of Lawrence, 
Mass., as Model No. 909. Another suitable, conven- 
tional backflow preventer was provided by Lawler 
Backflow Preventer Department, Fluid Handling Divi- 10 
sion of ITT of Chicago, Illinois under various model 
numbers such as the RZ (reduced zone-double check) 
series. The Lawler backflow preventers generally have 
a bottom tapping for the hydraulic relief valve on the 
check valve (not shown). 15 

Such a backflow preventer is generally provided 
between third and fourth OS&Y gate valves 50, 52. 
Between the third and fourth OS&Y gate valves 50, 52 
are first and second check valves 54, 56. Each of the 
check valves 54, 56 is spring loaded and includes a test 20 
cock 58. 

The first and second check valves are connected by a 
plumbing fitting 60 which provides a passageway be- 
tween the two check valves. The plumbing fitting 60 
includes a hydraulically actuated relief valve 90 which 25 
is normally maintained in a closed configuration by a 
line 63 which is in fluid communication with the main 
conduit upstream of the first check valve 54. In the 
event that the pressure within the main conduit 30 up- 
stream of the first check valve 54 drops below the pres- 30 
sure in the passageway between the first and the second 
check valves 54, 56 the relief valve will open to drain 
the passageway through a port 64. The port 64 is pro- 
vided above an air gap fitting 66 which drains into a 
pipe 68. 35 

With reference again to FIG. 1, the arrangement 
according: to the present invention includes an OS&Y 
gate valve 51 and the first check valve 55. The arrange- 
ment also includes a suitable, conventional alarm valve 
70 such as is. available from the Viking Corporation of 40 
Hastings,. Mich. 

The alarm valve 70 includes a check valve (see FIG. 
6) which is formed by a clapper 110 which is received 
by a seat 112 of the alarm valve 70. Preferably, the 
clapper 110 is spring loaded (not shown) since local 45 
ordinances typically require that the backflow pre- 
venter include two spring loaded check valves. The 
clapper 110 is normally closed and can be closed by a 
backflow of water in the main conduit 30 through the 
alarm valve but will open to permit a flow of water 50 
downstream as required by the individual sprinklers 40. 

With reference again to FIG. 1, in the alarm valve 70, 
an alarm port 72 (see also FIG. 2) is opened when the 
clapper in the alarm valve opens. The alarm port 72 is 
connected by a line 74 to a retarding chamber 76. The 55 
retarding chamber prevents false alarms which may be 
otherwise caused by surges and pressure fluctuations. 
When the flow of water into the retarding chamber is 
sufficient, a pressure switch 78 is closed and an electri- 
cal signal is supplied to the fire alarm 39 through a wire 60 
80. In addition, the water from the retarding chamber is 
supplied by a conduit 81 to drive a water motor 82. The 
water motor in turn drives a mechanical alarm 84 as a 
redundancy in the event of: a loss of electrical power. 

Alternatively, the alarm valve 70 may be replaced by 65 
a swing check valve for riser pipe application 70' (see 
FIG. 15); which can be configured to accept a main 
drain valve and also can be tapped on each side of the 
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clapper for the inclusion of pressure gauge and test 
valve piping. If this style of riser check valve is substi- 
tuted for a standard alarm valve, an electric alarm flow 
switch 310 is installed downstream of the riser check 
valve and is electrically connected to the alarm 39. 

Unless indicated otherwise, an alarm valve according 
to the present invention may include, but is not limited 
to, an alarm valve which hydraulically drives a mechan- 
ical alarm when triggered and also may include a swing 
check valve for riser pipe application together with the 
appropriate flow switch arrangement to electrically 
actuate an alarm. 

With reference again to FIG. 1, the alarm port 72 
may preferably be releasably sealed by an auxiliary 
valve (not shown) which is spring loaded. The auxiliary 
valve further prevents a false alarm due to pressure 
surges. 

A plumbing fitting 86 is provided to connect the first 
check valve 55 with the alarm valve 70. The plumbing 
fitting 86 may have flanges 88 at each end so as to facili- 
tate connection with matching flanges on the first check 
valve 55 and the alarm valve 70. Other coupling ar- 
rangements, such as the use of threaded couplings may 
be provided in the plumbing fitting 86 (and the other 
fittings as well) as desired and as will be readily appreci- 
ated by one skilled in the art of pipe-fitting. In addition, 
the various fittings can be connected by other suitable, 
conventional arrangements such as by clamp and 
groove couplings, etc. 

In the preferred embodiment of FIG. 1, the plumbing 
fitting 86 has the flanges 88 oriented at 90 degrees with 
respect to one another. Such an arrangement enables 
the first check valve to be oriented horizontally and 
enables the alarm valve (the second check valve) to be 
oriented vertically. If desired, the plumbing fining 86 
could have the flanges 88 arranged linearly or at an- 
other angle to one another. 

The right angle configuration is preferred for the 
plumbing fitting, however, as described below, since 
such an arrangement facilitates the proper orientation of 
a hydraulically actuated relief valve 90 with respect to 
the first check valve 55. 

With reference to FIG. 3, the plumbing fitting 86 
includes a port 92 which is adapted to receive an air/- 
vacuum valve 94 such as is available from the Empire 
Specialty Co., Inc., of Mars, Pennsylvania. Another 
suitable vacuum relief valve is provided by Watts Regu- 
lator of Lawrence, Mass. (see the air/vacuum valve 94' 
of FIG. 13). The air/vacuum valve is normally closed 
when the passageway provided by the plumbing fitting 
86 is pressurized. When the passageway is not pressur- 
ized, the air/vacuum valve 94 provides communication 
between the atmosphere and the passageway to prevent 
a siphoning action in the main conduit 30 through the 
first check valve as described below. Of course, depend- 
ing upon the applicable regulations and the particular 
preferences of the fire protection system purchaser and 
installer, it may be desirable to eliminate the hydrauli- 
cally actuated relief valve and/or the air vacuum valve. 

The plumbing fitting 86 is also provided with a port 
96 which is adapted to receive a suitable, conventional 
hydraulically actuated relief valve 90. The hydrauli- 
cally actuated relief valve is in communication with the 
main conduit 30 through the line 63. When the pressure 
in the main conduit 30 upstream of the first check valve 
55 is greater than the pressure in the passageway of the 
plumbing fitting 86, the hydraulically actuated relief 
valve is closed. When the pressure in the main conduit 
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30 upstream of the first check valve 55 is less than the 
pressure in the passageway of the plumbing fitting 86, 
the hydrauhcally actuated relief valve is open. 

When the relief valve 90 is open, the passageway in 
the plumbing fitting 86 is in communication with the 5 
port 64 that drains into the air gap fitting 66. The air gap 
fitting 66 conducts the water into a pipe 68 to a drain 98 
(see FIG. 1). The port 96 in the plumbing fitting 86 is 
preferably vertically lower than the lowermost edge of 
the seat of the first check valve 55 (see FIG. 6). In this 10 
way, a backflow of water from the main conduit 30 
through the alarm valve will drain out of the relief 
valve rather than flow though the first check valve 
(which may be fouled). The sizing of the relief valve is 
typically designated by ordinance, and preferably con- 15 
forms to ASSE (American Society of Sanitary Engi- 
neering) Standard No. 1013. 

It is conventional to provide an OS&Y valve down- 
stream of the second check valve in a double check 
valve backflow prevention device in order to facilitate 20 
a routine testing of the device. In the present invention, 
however, the need for such a valve is not present (unless 
required by local ordinance) since the sprinkler system 
provides a static condition downstream of the alarm 
valve (the second check valve in the double check 25 
valve backflow prevention device). Moreover, local 
ordinances may preclude the placement of a shut-off 
valve immediately downstream of the alarm valve. The 
elimination of the additional OS&Y valve downstream 
of the second check valve results in a considerable eco- 30 
nomic savings in itself as compared with the known 
prior art. 

By adding a bypass piping from a location upstream 
of the first check valve 55 to a location downstream of 
the first check valve 55, a meter detector check valve 35 
can be added to control wastage or theft of water in a 
manner that is conventional in the art of check valve 
backflow preventers. 

With reference again to FIG. 3, the OS&Y gate valve 
50 is preferably provided with a test port 100 adjacent 40 
to the first check valve 55. The alarm valve 70 is like- 
wise provided with a first test port 102 upstream of the 
clapper of the check valve and a second test port 104 
downstream of the clapper. The test ports and test 
cocks of the OS&Y valve 50, the first check valve and 45 
the alarm valve are used during installation and periodic 
testing of the fire suppression system in a manner which 
is conventional in the art for double check valve back- 
flow prevention devices. 

With reference to FIG. 6, in another preferred ar- 50 
rangement of the combined alarm valve and back flow 
prevention arrangement for a fire suppression, water 
sprinkler system, according to the present invention, the 
first check valve 55' and the alarm valve 70' are pro- 
vided in a common housing 106. The housing 106 elimi- 55 
nates the need for a separate plumbing fitting to connect 
the alarm valve and the first check valve together and 
likewise eliminates the need for the associated flanges or 
threaded openings. Such an arrangement reduces the 
installation cost of such a system by eliminating the time 60 
needed for connecting the alarm valve to a plumbing 
fitting and for connecting the first check valve to the 
plumbing fitting. 

Turning now to FIG. 7, a further preferred modifica- 
tion of the present invention is illustrated. In FIG. 7, all 65 
reference numerals in common with those of FIG. 3 
refer to identical elements. Accordingly, those common 
elements will not be described again at this time. An 
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angle Y-pattern stop-check valve 150 (preferably an 
OS&Y valve as shown in the drawing) which is spring 
loaded to close is used in place of both the gate valve 50 
and spring-loaded check valve 55 of FIG. 3. Such an 
angle stop-check valve 150 is preferably rated for 175 
lb. or higher water service and is provided with a soft 
seat to give more positive shut-off characteristics than 
metal seats. The valve 150 can be made by modification 
of a standard 250 lb. iron stop-check valves of the type 
available from Crane Co., Park Ave., New York, N.Y. 
Necessary modifications of such a standard valve are (i) 
provision of a soft seat and (ii) provision of a spring for 
closure bias. The combination of the angle stop-check 
valve 150 with the alarm valve 70 and the fitting 86 
provides a double check valve back flow preventer. 
Where the combination is also provided with the line 

63 connected between the upstream side of the check 
valve element in the stop-check valve 150 and the hy- 
drauhcally actuated relief valve 90, as well as the port 

64 and the associated air gap fitting 66, the assembly 
becomes a reduced pressure zone back flow preventer. 

Yet another preferred embodiment is illustrated in 
FIG. 8. Here a straight- way Y-pattern stop-check valve 
160 (again, preferably an OS&Y valve) is used in place 
of the angle stop-check valve 150 of FIG. 7. In FIG. 8, 
all reference numerals in common with those of FIG. 3 
refer to identical elements. Accordingly, those common 
elements will not be described again with respect of 
FIG. 8. The straight- way Y-pattern stop-check valve 
160 is also spring loaded to close and is used in place of 
both the gate valve 50 and spring-loaded check valve 55 
of FIG. 3. Such a straight-way Y-pattern stop-check 
valve 160 is preferably rated for 175 lb. or higher water 
service and includes a soft seat to give more positive 
shut-off characteristics. The valve 160 can be made by 
modifying a standard 250 lb. iron stop-check valve of 
the type available from Crane Co., Park Ave., New 
York, N.Y. Necessary modifications include (i) provid- 
ing a soft seat, and (ii) providing a spring for closure 
bias. 

As with the assembly of FIG. 7, the combination 
shown in FIG. 8 of the straight-way stop-check valve 
160 with the alarm valve 70 and the fitting 86 provides 
a double check valve back flow preventer. 

Where the combination of FIG. 8 is further provided 
with the line 63 connected between the upstream side of 
the check valve element in the stop-check valve 160 and 
the hydra ulically actuated relief valve 90, as well as the 
port 64 and the associated air gap fitting 66, this assem- 
bly also becomes a reduced pressure zone back flow 
preventer. 

It will, of course, be appreciated by those skilled in 
the art that the stop-check valves 150, 160, of FIG. 7 
and FIG. 8, respectively, can be of the Y-pattern, the 
globe pattern, the angle pattern or any other suitable 
conventional configuration. It is, however, important 
that the valves be spring-loaded to close. 

In the preferred embodiments of FIGS. 1-6, the first 
check valve is oriented horizontally because the partic- 
ular type of check valve which is illustrated in the fig- 
ures is intended to be oriented horizontally when in use. 
Of course, the main conduit 30 for supplying water 
could be oriented vertically and the first check valve 55 
oriented horizontally through the use of an elbow as is 
conventional in the art of backflow preventers. The 
need for an elbow is eliminated if the first check valve 
includes coupling flanges which are oriented at 90* to 
one another as shown, for example, in FIG. 7. 



With reference now to FIG. 9, another preferred 
embodiment of the present invention is disclosed 
wherein the first check valve 55 and the plumbing fit- 
ting 86 are combined with one another integrally into a 
common housing 255. The housing 255 includes a cou- 5 
pling flange 257 to facilitate coupling of the housing 255 
with the upstream gate valve 51. The coupling flange 
257 is oriented linearly with a coupling flange 259 
which is provided on the other end of the housing 255. 
In this way, the alarm valve 70 may be oriented directly 10 
vertically above the main water supply conduit 3 
through the gate valve 51. 

In the housing 255, an interior passageway through 
the housing includes a generally upwardly oriented, 
first portion 261 which is provided at an angle with 15 
respect to the vertical. The first check valve 55' is pro- 
vided at: the end of the first portion 261 of the interior 
passageway and serves the function which has been 
described in connection with the first check valve 55 of 
the embodiment of FIG. 1. 20 

A second portion 263 of the interior passageway is 
oriented generally downwardly and then upwardly to 
the second flange coupling 259. In this way, the port 96 
may be provided in the second portion of the interior 
passageway vertically lower than the lowermost por- 25 
tion of the first check valve 55' and the air/vacuum 
valve 94 may be connected through the conduit 92 
above the first check valve 55' so as.to provide commu- 
nication between the atmosphere and the second por- 
tion of the interior passageway to prevent a siphoning 30 
action in the main conduit 30 through the first check 
valve 55'. 

With reference now to FIG. 10, it may be desirable to 
orient the alarm valve 70 horizontally, in-line with the 
first check valve 55. In such an arrangement, the plumb- 35 
ing fitting 86' includes a dip or depressed portion so that 
the port 96 is vertically lower than the lowermost por- 
tion of the seat of the first check valve 55, 

With reference to FIG. 11, the plumbing fitting 86" is 
provided with an exaggerated elbow so that the port 96 40 
may be clearly located vertically lower than the lower- 
most portion of the seat of the first check valve 55. In 
the embodiment of FIG. 11, however, the second check 
valve 70 is located vertically higher than the first check 
valve 55. 45 

With reference to FIG. 13, the plumbing fitting 86"' 
may be provided with a greatly exaggerated elbow so 
that the second check valve (the alarm valve 70) is 
oriented substantially below or at least at the same verti- 
cal elevation as the first check valve 55. Generally, it is 50 
preferable in double check valve backflow preventers 
to have the second check valve lower than the first 
check valve, or at least at the same height The port 96 
is again located vertically lower than the lowermost 
portion of the seat of the first check valve 55. 55 

With reference to FIG. 12, the stop-check valve 150 
of FIG. 7 may be replaced with an iron body auto stop 
check valve 150' (and preferably an OS&Y valve) so 
long as the valve check is spring biased closed. Prefera- 
bly, in order to comply with local ordinances, the iron 60 
body auto stop check valve 150* is also arranged as an 
OS&Y valve by modifying the stem and handle in a 
manner which is readily apparent to one skilled in the 
art of stop check valves. 

In the embodiment of FIG. 12, the plumbing fitting 65 
86" (see FIG. 11) is preferably provided between the 
first check valve (the auto stop check valve 150') and 
the alarm valve 70. Since the plumbing fitting 86" is 
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provided with an exaggerated elbow or dip, the port 96 
may be clearly located vertically lower than the lower- 
most portion of the seat of the first check valve (the 
auto stop check valve 150'). 

With reference to FIG. 14, an arrangement which is 
similar to that of FIG. 9 replaces the first check valve 
55' with a stop check valve 55". The stop check valve 
55" is spring loaded to close and is used in place of both 
the gate valve 50 and the spring-loaded check valve 55 
of FIG. 3. 

The present invention has been described with refer- 
ence to a conventional "wet-pipe" fire suppression, 
water sprinkler system. However, the present invention 
is likewise applicable to dry-pipe systems and to systems 
which may be filled with fluids other than water (such 
as glycerin or ethylene glycol or other poisonous sub- 
stances) wherein it is desirable to provide a double 
check valve backflow preventer and an alarm valve to 
indicate that at least one sprinkler has opened. 

In addition, other features may be provided for the 
system such as a flow detector or a double detector 
arrangement which allows the water utility to detect 
leaks or unauthorized use of water. For example, meter 
piping may be installed from upstream of the first check 
valve to downstream of the alarm valve to thereby 
provide the function of a "detector check" to indicate 
the use of water in the system. 

With reference now to FIG. 16, an alarm and back- 
flow preventer, according to the present invention is 
disclosed wherein the first check valve 55"' is provided 
with an impeller-type, flow sensor 312 such as is avail- 
able from Data Industrial of Pocasset, Mass. In this 
arrangement, the conventional bypass piping and the 
accompanying additional backflow preventer for the 
bypass piping has been replaced by the flow sensor 312 
in order to provide leakage detection and the detection 
of possible unauthorized use of water in the fire protec- 
tion system. 

The replacement of the bypass piping with the flow 
sensor 312 may be provided in a combined alarm valve 
and backflow preventer according to the present inven- 
tion or may be provided in a conventional backflow 
preventer (such as double check valve or reduced pres- 
sure zone style) according to the prior art. 

In the conventional arrangement, a water meter is 
also provided in order to measure the amount of water 
usage. The metering depends upon the differential in 
pressure drop across the bypass backflow prevention 
device being less than the pressure drop across the back- 
flow prevention device for the main conduit. Since the 
resistance to water flow through the backflow pre- 
venter in the bypass piping is arranged to be less than 
the resistance to flow through the backflow preventer 
in the main conduit, the meter in the bypass piping will 
be able to record a leakage or an unauthorized flow of 
water in me fire protection system. 

However, the bypass piping requires an excessive 
pressure drop across the backflow preventer for the 
main conduit which provides a major problem in fire 
protection systems in many areas of the country. For 
example, if the average pressure in a water line supply- 
ing a fire protection main conduit has a pressure of 50 
psi, a loss of 10 psi due to the bypass piping arrangement 
reduces the available pressure by 20%. 

In order to overcome this problem, the bypass piping 
and the associated bypass backflow prevention arrange- 
ment (with its need for a pressure differential with re- 
spect to the backflow preventer of the main conduit) is 



deleted and instead, a relatively highly sensitive impel- 
ler flow sensor is provided in the first check valve to 
rotate in response to any measurable flow through the 
first check valve. The impeller flow sensor would be 
connected either mechanically or electrically to a flow 5 
monitor 314 that would be installed outside of the first 
check valve. The monitor could be linked either di- 
rectly or through a transmitter to send a recording 
signal to a remote location. Upon flow through the first 
check valve, the impeller would rotate to record the 10 
amount of flow through the conduit 

In operation of the combined alarm valve and back- 
flow preventer, when the main conduit 30 is supplied 
with normal line pressure of perhaps 60 psi and the first 
check valve and the alarm valve are not fouled, the first 15 
check valve will be closed due to the spring bias and 
due to the pressure differential across the check valve. 
Typically, the pressure drop across the first check valve 
may be 6 psi depending upon the size of the system, the 
type of check valve and the upstream pressure in the 20 
main conduit The check valve in the alarm valve 70 
will also be closed due to the pressure drop across the 
check valve of perhaps 3-5 psi. Therefore, if the pres- 
sure in the passageway between the first check valve 
and the alarm valve is 54 psi, the pressure downstream 25 
of the alarm valve will be about 50 psi. 

In such a normal configuration, the hydraulically 
actuated relief valve will be closed and the air/vacuum 
valve which are provided in the passageway between 
the first check valve and the alarm valve will likewise 30 
be closed. 

If one or more of the individual sprinklers should 
open, the first check valve and the alarm valve will 
open to supply water to the sprinklers. The flow of 
water through the alarm valve will also result in a flow 35 
of water to the retarding chamber which is sufficient to 
trigger an electrical alarm and to drive a water motor to 
sound a mechanical alarm. 

If the pressure in the main conduit upstream of the 
first check valve should drop, the first check valve and 40 
the alarm valve should remain closed (or should close if 
they were initially open). The hydraulically actuated 
relief valve should open if the pressure in the main 
conduit falls below the pressure in the passageway be- 
tween the first check valve and the alarm valve. Like- 45 
wise, the air/vacuum valve should open if the pressure 
in the passageway should become zero or negative (or 
fall below some predetermined value). 

If the first check valve should foul and fail to close, 
but the alarm valve closes properly, a backflow will be 50 
prevented by the alarm valve. Likewise, if the first 
check valve should close properly but the alarm valve 
should foul and fail to close, the backflow will be pre- 
vented by the first check valve. 

In the event that both the first check valve and the 55 
alarm valve should foul and fail to close, the hydrauli- 
cally actuated relief valve will open to allow the back- 
flow from the main conduit downstream of the alarm 
valve to drain. In addition, the air/vacuum valve will 
open to allow air to flow into the main conduit through 60 
the first check valve to prevent a siphoning of stagnant 
water through the first check valve. In this way, a back- 
flow of stagnant water into the main conduit upstream 
of the first check valve is completely prevented. 

While the combined alarm and backflow prevention 65 
arrangement according to the present invention has 
been described with reference to a fire suppression 
water sprinkler system, it is expected that the arrange- 
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mem may be of general utility in systems other than 
water sprinkler systems. Accordingly, the principles, 
preferred embodiments and modes of operation of the 
present invention have been described in the foregoing 
specification. However, the invention which is intended 
to be protected is not to be construed as limited to the 
particular embodiments disclosed. Further, the embodi- 
ments described herein are to be regarded as illustrative 
rather than restrictive. Variations and changes may be 
made by others without departing from the spirit of the 
present invention and it is expressly intended that all 
such variations and changes which fall within the spirit 
and scope of the present invention as defined in the 
claims, be embraced thereby. 
What is claimed is: 

1. A combined alarm valve and backflow prevention 
arrangement for a fire suppression sprinkler system, 
having a main conduit and an arrangement of individual 
sprinklers downstream of the main conduit, said com- 
bined alarm valve and backflow prevention arrange- 
ment comprising: 

a first check valve provided in said main conduit 
upstream of said arrangement of individual sprin- 
klers; 

an alarm valve formed by a second check valve pro- 
vided in said main conduit downstream of said first 
check valve and upstream of said arrangement of 
individual sprinklers; 

alarm means for indicating when the second check 
valve is open; and 

means for providing fluid communication between 
said first check valve and said alarm valve through 
a passageway, said means for providing fluid com- 
munication including relief valve means for selec- 
tively draining said passageway in response to the 
hydraulic pressure in said main conduit of the fire 
suppression system upstream of the first check 
valve, 

whereby said first check valve and said second check 
valve together provide a reduced pressure zone, 
double check valve backflow prevention and alarm 
valve arrangement. 

2. The arrangement of claim 1 wherein the means for 
providing communication between said first check 
valve and said alarm valve comprises a plumbing fitting, 
said plumbing fitting comprising: 

a conduit having means for coupling said plumbing 
fitting to the first check valve upstream of the 
plumbing fitting and means for coupling said 
plumbing fitting to the alarm valve downstream of 
the plumbing fitting. 

3. The arrangement of claim 1 wherein said relief 
valve means comprises a hydraulically operated relief 
valve which discharges to a drain which is vented to 
atmosphere. 

4. The arrangement of claim 3 wherein said first 
check valve has a valve member and a valve seat, the 
inlet of the hydraulically operated relief valve being 
arranged vertically lower than the lowermost portion 
of the valve seat of the first check valve. 

5. The arrangement of claim 4 wherein the first check 
valve is spring loaded. 

6. The arrangement of claim 4 wherein said means for 
providing fluid communication includes means for ad- 
mitting air into the passageway when the pressure in the 
passageway falls below a first predetermined amount. 

7. The arrangement of claim 1 further comprising 
means for admitting air into said main conduit upstream 



15 



4,991,655 



16 



20 



25 



of said alarm valve when the pressure in said main con- 
duit upstream of the alarm valve falls below a predeter- 
mined amount 

8. The arrangement of claim 2 wherein said conduit 
has an inlet and an outlet, said inlet including said means 5 
for coupling said fitting to said first check valve and 
said outlet including said means for coupling said fitting 
to said alarm valve, said inlet and said outlet being ori- 
ented at 90 degrees with respect to one another. 

9. The arrangement of claim 1 wherein said alarm 10 
means includes a fluid driven motor alarm which is 
actuated by fluid supplied downstream of said second 
check valve, when said second check valve is open. 

10. The arrangement of claim 1 wherein said first 
check valve, said alarm valve and said means for pro- 15 
viding fluid communication between said first check 
valve and said alarm valve are all provided within a 
common housing. 

11. The arrangement of claim 1 wherein said first 
check valve and said means for providing fluid commu- 
nication between said first check valve and said alarm 
valve through a passageway are provided within a com- 
mon housing, said common housing having an inlet and 
an outlet, said inlet including means for coupling said 
housing to said main conduit and said outlet including 
means for coupling said common housing to said alarm 
valve, said inlet and said outlet being oriented substan- 
tially linearly with respect to one another. 

12. The arrangement of claim 11 wherein said com- 30 
mon housing is oriented vertically with said passageway 
within said common housing providing a first portion 
which is oriented generally upwardly from said inlet to 
said first check valve and a second portion which is 
oriented generally downwardly and then upwardly 33 
from said first check valve to said outlet. 

13. The arrangement of claim 2 wherein said conduit 
has an inlet and an outlet, said inlet including said means 
for coupling said fitting to said first check valve and 
said outlet including said means for coupling said fitting ^ 
to said alarm valve, said inlet and said outlet being ori- 
ented generally linearly with respect to one another 
with said conduit being oriented generally horizontally, 
said conduit including a mid-portion which is vertically 
lower than said inlet and said outlet 45 

14. The arrangement of claim 2 wherein said conduit 
has an inlet and an outlet, said inlet including said means 
for coupling said fitting to said first check valve and 
said outlet including said means for coupling said fitting 

to said alarm valve, said inlet and said outlet being ori- 50 
ented at 90 degrees with respect to one another, said 
conduit including a mid-portion which is vertically 
lower than said inlet. 

15. The a\-<*c ngement of claim 14 wherein said outlet 

is vertically icwer than said inlet, with a lowermost 55 
portion of a seat of said alarm valve being lower than a 
lowermost portion of a seat of said first check valve. 

16. The arrangement of claim 12 wherein said first 
check valve is a stop check valve. 

17. A plumbing, fitting for use in a Are suppression 60 
system whereby a check valve and an alarm valve may 
be connected to one another to provide a double check 
valve, reduced pressure zone, backflow preventer and 
an alarm valve arrangement, said plumbing fitting com- 
prising: * 65 

a conduit having means for coupling said plumbing 
fitting to the check valve upstream of the plumbing 
fitting and means for coupling said plumbing fitting 



to the alarm valve downstream of the plumbing 
fitting; and 

means for draining the plumbing fitting in response to 
the pressure in a main conduit of the fire suppres- 
sion system upstream of the alarm valve. 

18. The plumbing fitting of claim 17 wherein the 
means for draining the plumbing fitting comprises a 
hydraulically operated relief valve which discharges to 
atmosphere. 

19. The plumbing fitting of claim 18 wherein said 
hydraulically operated relief valve is adapted to be in 
fluid communication with the main conduit upstream of 
the check valve. 

20. The plumbing fitting of claim 17 further compris- 
ing means for selectively venting said conduit when the 
pressure in the conduit is below a predetermined 
amount. 

21. The plumbing fitting of claim 17 further compris- 
ing means for selectively venting said conduit when the 
pressure in the conduit is generally less than atmo- 
spheric pressure. 

22. The plumbing fitting of claim 17 wherein said 
conduit has. an inlet and an outlet, said inlet including 
said means for coupling said plumbing fitting to said 
check valve and said outlet including said means for 
coupling said plumbing fitting to said alarm valve, said 
inlet: and said outlet being oriented at 90 degrees with 
respect to one another. 

23. The plumbing fitting of claim 17 wherein said 
conduit has an inlet and an outlet, said inlet including 
said means for coupling said plumbing fitting to said 
check valve and said outlet including said means for 
coupling said plumbing fitting to said alarm valve, said 
inlet and said outlet being oriented at 90 degrees with 
respect to one another, said plumbing fitting further 
comprising means for selectively venting said conduit 
when the pressure in the conduit is generally less than 
atmospheric pressure, the check valve upstream of the 
plumbing fitting being a stop-check valve that is spring- 
loaded to close. 

24. A combined alarm valve and backflow prevention 
arrangement for a fire suppression, water sprinkler sys- 
tem, having a main conduit and an arrangement of indi- 
vidual water sprinklers downstream of the main con- 
duit, said combined alarm valve and backflow preven- 
tion arrangement comprising: 

a first check valve provided in said main conduit 
upstream of said arrangement of individual sprin- 
klers; 

an alarm valve including a second check valve pro- 
vided in said main conduit downstream of said first 
check valve and upstream of said arrangement of 
individual sprinklers; 

alarm means for indicating when the alarm valve is 
open; and 

means for providing fluid communication between 
said 'first check valve and said alarm valve in a 
passageway, said means for providing fluid com- 
munication including means for draining the pas- 
sageway in response to the pressure in said main 
conduit of the fire suppression system and means 
for venting said passageway when the pressure in 
the passageway is below a predetermined amount, 
said means for providing communication between 
said first check valve and said alarm valve compris- 
ing a plumbing fitting, said plumbing fitting having 
means for coupling said plumbing fitting to the first 
check valve upstream of the plumbing fitting and 
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means for coupling said plumbing fitting to the 
alarm valve downstream of the plumbing fitting, 
said first check valve and said second check valve 
together providing a double check valve, reduced 
pressure zone, backflow preventer. 5 

25. The arrangement of claim 24 wherein the means 
for draining comprises a hydraulically operated relief 
valve which discharges to atmosphere and wherein said 
first check valve means includes a first check valve 
which is spring loaded having a valve member and a 10 
valve seat, an inlet of the hydraulically operated relief 
valve being arranged vertically lower than the lower- 
most portion of the valve seat of the first check valve. 

26. The arrangement of claim 25 wherein said hy- 
draulically operated relief valve is adapted to be in fluid 15 
communication with the main conduit upstream of the 
first check valve and wherein said means for venting is 
adapted to provide communication between the first 
check valve and atmosphere to admit air into the main 
conduit in the event that the pressure in the passageway 20 
is generally less than atmospheric pressure. 

27. The arrangement of claim 26 wherein said plumb- 
ing fitting has an inlet and an outlet, said inlet including 
said means for coupling said plumbing fitting to said 
first check valve and said outlet including said means 25 
for coupling said plumbing fitting to said alarm valve, 
said inlet and said outlet being oriented at 90 degrees 
with respect to one another. 

28. The arrangement of claim 24 wherein said alarm 
means includes a fluid driven motor alarm which is 30 
actuated by fluid supplied downstream of said alarm 
valve, when said alarm valve is open. 

29. The arrangement of claim 27 wherein said alarm 
means includes a fluid driven motor alarm which is 
actuated by fluid supplied downstream of said alarm 35 
valve, when said alarm valve is open. 

30. The arrangement of claim 24 wherein said first 
check valve, said alarm valve and said means for pro- 
viding fluid communication between said first check 
valve and said alarm valve are all provided within a 40 
common housing. 

31. The arrangement of claim 24 wherein said first 
check valve and said means for providing fluid commu- 
nication between said first check valve and said alarm 
valve through a passageway are provided within a com- 45 
mon housing, said common housing having an inlet and 
an outlet, said inlet including means for coupling said 
housing to said main conduit and said outlet including 
means for coupling said common housing to said alarm 
valve, said inlet and said outlet being oriented substan- 50 
tially linearly with respect to one another. 

32. The arrangement of claim 31 wherein said com- 
mon housing a oriented vertically with said passageway 
within said common housing providing a first portion 
which is oriented generally upwardly from said inlet to 55 
said first check valve and a second portion which is 
oriented generally downwardly and then upwardly 
from said first check valve to said outlet 

33. The arrangement of claim 24 wherein said plumb- 
ing fitting has an inlet and an outlet, said inlet including 60 
said means for coupling said fitting to said first check 
valve and said outlet including said means for coupling 
said fitting to said alarm valve, said inlet and said outlet 
being oriented generally linearly with respect to one 
another with said plumbing fitting being oriented gener- 65 
ally horizontally, said plumbing fitting including a mid- 
portion which is vertically lower than said inlet and said 
outlet. 



34. The arrangement of claim 24 wherein said plumb- 
ing fitting has an inlet and an outlet, said inlet including 
said means for coupling said fitting to said first check 
valve and said outlet including said means for coupling 
said fitting to said alarm valve, said inlet and said outlet 
being oriented at 90 degrees with respect to one an- 
other, said conduit including a mid -portion which is 
vertically lower than said inlet. 

35. The arrangement of claim 34 wherein said outlet 
is vertically lower than said inlet, with a lowermost 
portion of a seat of said alarm valve being lower than a 
lowermost portion of a seat of said first check valve. 

36. The arrangement of claim 32 wherein said first 
check valve is a stop check valve. 

37. A combined alarm valve and backflow prevention 
arrangement for a fire suppression sprinkler system, 
having a main conduit and an arrangement of individual 
sprinklers downstream of the main conduit, said com- 
bined alarm valve and backflow prevention arrange- 
ment comprising: 

a first check valve provided in said main conduit 
upstream of said arrangement of individual sprin- 
klers; 

an alarm valve formed by a second check valve pro- 
vided in said main conduit downstream of said first 
check valve and upstream of said arrangement of 
individual sprinklers; 
alarm means for indicating when the second check 

valve is open; and 
means for providing fluid communication between 
said first check valve and said alarm valve through 
a passageway; 
means for draining the passageway between said first 
check valve and said alarm valve in response to the 
pressure in said main conduit; 
whereby said first check valve and said alarm valve 
provide a reduced pressure zone, double check 
valve backflow prevention and alarm arrangement 
for a fire suppression system with no stop valves 
provided between said first check valve and said 
alarm valve. 

38. The arrangement of claim 37 wherein the means 
for providing communication between said first check 
valve and said alarm valve comprises a plumbing fitting, 
said plumbing fitting comprising: 

a conduit having means for coupling said plumbing 
fitting to the first check valve upstream of the 
plumbing fitting and means for coupling said 
plumbing fitting to the alarm valve downstream of 
the plumbing fitting. 

39. The arrangement of claim 38 wherein the first 
check valve is spring loaded. 

40. The arrangement of claim 38 wherein said conduit 
has an inlet and an outlet, said inlet including said means 
for coupling said fitting to said first check valve and 
said outlet including said means for coupling said fitting 
to said alarm valve, said inlet and said outlet being ori- 
ented at 90 degrees with respect to one another. 

41. The arrangement of claim 37 wherein said first 
check valve, said alarm valve and said means for pro- 
viding fluid communication between said first check 
valve and said alarm valve are all provided within a 
common housing. 

42. The arrangement of claim 37 wherein said first 
check valve and said means for providing fluid commu- 
nication between said first check valve and said alarm 
valve through a passageway are provided within a com- 
mon housing, said common housing having an inlet and 
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an outlet, said inlet including means for coupling said valve and said alarm valve are all provided within a 
housing to said main conduit and said outlet including common housing. 

means for coupling said common housing to said alarm 51. The arrangement of claim 44 wherein said first 
valve, said inlet and said outlet being oriented substan- check valve and said means for providing fluid commu- 
nally linearly with respect to one another. 5 nication between said first check valve and said alarm 

43. The arrangement of claim 42 wherein said first valve through a passageway are provided within a corn- 
check valve is a stop check valve. mon housing, said common housing having an inlet and 

44. A combined alarm valve and backflow prevention an outlet, said inlet including means for coupling said 
arrangement for a fire suppression sprinkler system, housing to said main conduit and said outlet including 
having a main conduit and an arrangement of individual 10 means for coupling said common housing to said alarm 
sprinklers downstream of the main conduit, said com- valve, said inlet and said outlet being oriented substan- 
bined alarm valve and backflow prevention arrange- tiaJly linearly with respect to one another. 

ment comprising: 52. The arrangement of claim 51 wherein said com- 

a first check valve provided in said main conduit mon housing is oriented vertically with said passageway 
upstream of said arrangement of individual sprin- 15 within said common housing providing a first portion 
kiers, said first check valve being spring-biased; which is oriented generally upwardly from said inlet to 

an alarm valve formed by a second check valve pro- said first check valve and a second portion which is 
vided in said main conduit downstream of said first oriented generally downwardly and then upwardly 
check valve and upstream of said arrangement of from said first check valve to said outlet, 
individual sprinklers, said second check valve 20 53. The arrangement of claim 52 wherein said first 
being spring-biased; check valve is a stop check valve. 

alarm means for indicating when the second check 54. The arrangement of claim 1 wherein said alarm 
valve is open; valve is provided with pressure gauge and test ports 

means for providing fluid communication between ^ immediately upstream and downstream of the second 
said first check valve and said alarm valve through check valve. 

a passageway; 55. The arrangement of claim 24 wherein said alarm 

means for draining the passageway between said first valve is provided with pressure gauge and test ports 

check valve and said alarm valve in response to the immediately upstream and downstream of the second 

pressure in said main conduit; and 3Q check valve, 

test port means for testing said alarm valve and said 56. The arrangement of claim 37 wherein said alarm 

first check valve as a reduced pressure zone, dou- valve is provided with pressure gauge and test ports 

ble check valve backflow prevention and alarm immediately upstream and downstream of the second 

valve arrangement, said test port means including check valve. 

test ports provided immediately upstream of the 3J 57. The arrangement of claim 44 wherein said first 
first check valve, downstream of the alarm valve check valve is a stop check valve and wherein said 
and between said first check valve and said alarm . second check valve is a swing check valve for riser 
valve. pipe. 

45. The arrangement of claim 44 wherein the means 58. The arrangement of claim 1 wherein said alarm 
for providing communication between said first check: 43 means includes an electrically triggered alarm which is 
valve and said alarm valve comprises a plumbing fitting, actuated by a flow switch downstream of said second 
said plumbing fitting comprising: check valve, when said second check valve is open. 

a conduit having means for coupling said plumbing 59. The arrangement of claim 58 wherein said second 
fitting to the first check valve upstream of the check valve is a swing check valve for riser pipe and 
plumbing fitting and means for coupling said 45 wherein the flow switch is a paddle flow switch, 
plumbing fitting to the alarm valve downstream of 60. The arrangement of claim 24 wherein said alarm 
the plumbing fitting. means includes an electrically triggered alarm which is 

46. The arrangement of claim 44 wherein said first actuated by a flow switch downstream of said second 
check valve has a valve member and a valve seat, and check valve, when said second check valve is open, 
wherein the first check valve is spring loaded. 50 61. The arrangement of claim 60 wherein said second 

47. The arrangement of claim 46 wherein said means check valve is a swing check valve for riser pipe and 
for providing fluid communication includes means for wherein the flow switch is a paddle flow switch, 
admitting air into the passageway when the pressure in 62. The arrangement of claim 37 wherein said alarm 
the passageway falls below a first predetermined means includes an electrically triggered alarm which is 
amount 55 actuated by a flow switch downstream of said second 

48. The arrangement of claim 45 wherein said conduit check valye, when said second check valve is open, 
has an inlet and an outlet, said inlet including said means 63. The arrangement of claim 62 wherein said second 
for coupling said fitting to said first check valve and check valve is a swing check valve for riser pipe and 
said outlet including said means for coupling said fitting wherein the flow switch is a paddle flow switch. 

to said alarm valve, said inlet and said outlet being ori- 60 64. The arrangement of claim 44 wherein said alarm 
ented at 90 degrees with respect to one another. means includes an electrically triggered alarm which is 

49. The arrangement of claim 44 wherein said alarm actuated by a flow switch downstream of said second 
means includes a fluid driven motor alarm which is check valve, when said second check valve is open, 
actuated by, fluid supplied downstream of said second 65. The arrangement of claim 64 wherein said second 
check valve, when said second check valve is open. 65 check valve is a swing check valve for riser pipe and 

50. The arrangement of claim 44 wherein said first wherein the flow switch is a paddle flow, switch, 
check valve, said alarm valve and said means for pro- 66. The arrangement of claim 1 further comprising an 
viding fluid communication between said first check impeller flow sensor and meter means for recording a 
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flow through the first check valve, the impeller flow 
sensor being provided adjacent to the first check valve. 

67. The arrangement of claim 24 further comprising 
an impeller flow sensor and meter means for recording 
a flow through the first check valve, the impeller flow 
sensor being provided adjacent to the first check valve. 

68. The arrangement of claim 37 further comprising 
an impeller flow sensor and meter means for recording 
a flow through the first check valve, the impeller flow 
sensor being provided adjacent to the first check valve. 

69. The arrangement of claim 44 further comprising 
an impeller flow sensor and meter means for recording 
a flow through the first check valve, the impeller flow 
sensor being provided adjacent to the first check valve. 

70. The arrangement of claim 66 further comprising: 
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means for remotely indicating the flow through the 
combined alarm valve and backflow prevention 
arrangement. 

71. The arrangement of claim 67 further comprising 
means for remotely indicating the flow through the 
combined alarm valve and backflow prevention ar- 
rangement 

72. The arrangement of claim 68 further comprising 
means for remotely indicating the flow through the 
combined alarm valve and backflow prevention ar- 
rangement 

73. The arrangement of claim 69 further comprising 
means for remotely indicating the flow through the 
combined alarm valve and backflow prevention ar- 
rangement. 

***** 
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